Book Reviews

Going Home by Margaret Dixon,
privately printed, Summerside, 1979.
181 pp. $7.50 paperback.

To begin, it should be noted that
the editor of this magazine did not
seek far and wide for an unbiased
reviewer: | am both a relative and an
admirer of Margaret MacQuarrie Dix-
on. Furthermore, I was born in the
same house and experienced much
the same upbringing that she did.
Forty years separated our lives on the
MacQuarrie farm in Hampton, but I
think [ can claim first-hand knowledge
of both the author and her material.

In this book, Mrs. Dixon describes
her early years, her parents and rela-
tives, her schooling and first years of
employment as a teacher. She writes

of the community and the people, of
birth and death, and the celebration of
the seasons on the farm. Her way with
words will be familiar to all who used
to read “Ellen’s Diary” in the Guar-
dian. The eye is kindly, the prose
sensitive, the imagery rich but unpre-
tentious. It all adds up to an excellent
account of farm life on the Island.

I found Going Home very moving.
To read of my father as a child is to
become involved in the special kind of
time-travel that only a good author
can create. | knew my grandparents in
their old age; to meet them 40 years
younger, and so instantly recognizable,
is close to magic.

The farm remains, as Mrs. Dixon
writes, “‘length about a mile, 100 acres
in all.” The land is sfill in good heart,

but Hampton, [ think, is not. Like so
many small villages, it has lost its
school, its post office, and perhaps its
reason for being. The dominant fea-
ture now is not a mill, or a store, or a
hall — it is Highway 1, with its almost
ceaseless roar of traffic. More reason
to be thankful for an author who can
remember and write of quieter times.
The book has a few tifling mis-
prints; | suspect they would not have
escaped Aunt Margaret's school-
teacher eyes in earlier years. | think
that Going Home is the best expres-
sion of “The Island way of life” yet
written. [t should become a classic.
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