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GREEN PARK 
Throughout the 19th century the Island w a s the s c e n e of 
ex tens ive shipbuilding activity. In many c o v e s and inlets 
sh ips were cons truc ted to be sai led to all parts of the 
wor ld . For I s landers it b e c a m e an industry of great 
significance. 

"Green Park" w a s the h o m e of J a m e s Y e o Jr., w h o s e fami­
ly ranked among the leading shipbuilders of the last cen­
tury. The h o u s e he cons truc ted in the 1860s has b e e n 
res tored to reflect the l i festyle of i ts inhabitants during 
the prosperous shipbuilding era. Nearby an interpret ive 
centre ut i l izes photographs and displays to descr ibe the 
importance of shipbuilding and the various s t a g e s of ship 
construct ion . The re-created shipyard provides a further 
insight into shipbuilding and shipyard act ivit ies . 
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Letters should be mailed, with your name and 
address, to The Editor, The Island Magazine, 
The Prince Edward Island Museum and 
Heritage Foundation, 2 Kent St., 
Charlottetown, P.E.I., CIA 1M6 Because of 
space limitations, it may not be possible to 
publish all letters. The Magazine also 
reserves the right to edit for length and 
claritv. 

The Great Adventurers 

I read the article "The Great Adven­
ture" in the Summer, 1985 issue of The 
Island Magazine with great interest as 
it brought back many pleasant memo­
ries of younger years. 

The MacDonald farm was next to our 
own at New Perth, and although the 
buildings were long gone, the remnants 
of an old well and a cellar grown up 
with sighing poplars often gave me an 
eerie feeling on the way to school. 
George MacDonald moved to Brude-
nell near the school. When I taught 
there in the 1930s, I often visited the 
home where George, who lost two wives 
at an early age, lived with his four 
sons. Well I still remember the very 
good bachelor meals I enjoyed at their 
table. 

William Kaneen, the third member of 
the trio which set out on the great 
adventure, was our next door neigh­
bour right across the road. Bill, as he 
was known, was an interesting, almost 
a Pickwickean character, who, like Mr. 
Micawber, had an intellectual but 
impractical mind. He let his farm grow 
up in weeds and his only tillage was 
burning off the old grass every spring. 
He was a great reader and knew the 
Scriptures intimately. On frequent vis­
its to our home for a free meal and 
social chat, my father and he would get 
into heated arguments on questions of 
religion and philosophy, on which they 
did not agree. He was of Presbyterian 
persuasion and accepted predestination 
in all events except murder. 

He was a self-made artist and could 
draw a likeness in short order. He 
probably could have been a successful 
cartoonist. 

On one occasion he want to Charlotte-
town and had a hernia operation, and 
came back with great stories about 
the doctors and all the good looking 
nurses who wanted to marry him, but 

he remained a confirmed bachelor to 
his final days. 

He became involved in a lawsuit 
with his neighbour at the back of his 
farm over a worthless piece of land 
along the upper reaches of the Brude-
nell River. With court and legal fees 
this ruined him and he was in poor 
financial straits. 

How he survived for many years 
without old age pensions or welfare is a 
moot question. One morning, when he 
was quite an old man, the neighbours 
saw smoke on the hill where he lived 
arid on going to the rescue found his 
mansard roofed house in flames and 
expected he would be incinerated. But 
no, he was sitting in a rocking chair in 
the yard watching the flames and 
bemoaning his fate. There were some 
unkind ones who suspected that with 
out a home some of his relatives would 
feel obliged to take him in. This did not 
happen and he survived for some years 
in a patched up outbuilding on the 
premises. 

I left the area about that time and am 
not familiar with his final circumstan­
ces, but no doubt the Christian charity 
of his neighbours eased the journey in 
his last "Great Adventure". 

L. George Dewar, M.D. 
O'Leary 

Those Elusive References 

Thanks for acknowledging my very 
modest contribution to your recent 
article on passenger ship lists (Issue 
18). There are a couple of minor errors 
and I thought I should point them out 
for the benefit of your own records. 

I was your informant regarding the 
ships Anglim and Jessie. For the Jessie 
the article cites as a reference the book 
Westcountrymen in Prince Edward's 
Isle. I am stated to have been the refer­
ence for the Castalia, which I was not 

(that is, the voyage before May 18, 
1836). A second point about the Jessie: 
as far as I know, this ship came straight 
to. PEI, not to the Island via Miramichi. 
Nothing from the newspaper indicates 
that there was a Miramichi stop. 

Keep up the good work! 

Earle Lockerby 
Mississauga, Ontario 

The error is the editor's, not the authors'; 
the wrong number of asterisks was 
inadvertently inserted in the footnotes 
in question. 

Islanders in Minnesota 

In reading The Island Magazine, the 
thought has come to mind that some­
body could develop a story on Lot 31. 
There is a story to be told about its 
development and the mass exodus of 
pioneers that took place from this area 
to Northern Minnesota, USA. 

First, I don't think it is just coinciden­
tal that the names Cornwall, Wiltshire, 
etc., occurred in the Lot 31 area. The 
circumstantial evidence is overwhelm­
ing that these settlers originated in the 
Cornwall, Devonshire, and Wiltshire 
areas of England. 

Second, if you look at Island maps of 
the Lot 31 area, you will see the names 
of many families that later settled in 
the Humboldt, St. Vincent, and Orleans 
area of Northern Minnesota. It is sur­
mised that these families were part of 
the Red River settlement and that at 
the time they settled in Minnesota it 
was still part of Canada. 

I do hope somebody might develop 
the story of where they originated in 
England, why they felt it necessary to 
leave PEI, and why they all settled in 
the same area of Northern Minnesota. 

Dennis L. Matthews 
Woodinville, Washington 



Letterhead for Howlans Northumberland Straits Tunnel Railway Company. 

by Boyde Beck 

T he idea of a fixed link between 
Prince Edward Island and the 

mainland retains a peculiar fascina­
tion for Islanders. The elaborate tunnel 
proposals of the 1980s seem like a fresh 
departure from the abortive causeway 
of the 1960s. But the tunnel concept is 
not new. Exactly a century ago, talk of 
a tunnel was as widespread, as serious, 
and perhaps more confident than the 
current discussions. This is the story of 
that other tunnel. 

Confederation and All That 

In the spring of 1873, Prince Edward 
Island succumbed to railway-induced 
financial pressures and reluctantly 
joined the Dominion of Canada. Ottawa 
made this capitulation more bearable 
with a series of guarantees and subsi­
dies. Among the Dominion govern­
ment's terms was a pledge "to provide 
efficient steam service for the convey­
ance of mail and passengers, winter 
and summer, thus placing the Island in 
continuous communication with the 
railway systems of the Dominion." 

Continuous communication was a 
promise easily made and in the sum­
mertime, at least, it was a promise easi-
ily kept. Every winter, however, gales 
and rafting ice conspired to make liars 
of the politicians in Ottawa. Commun­
ication was a matter of chance when 
ice ruled the Strait. 

Islanders had lived, and even pros­
pered, with this fact for a century before 
Confederation. By the 1880s, however, 
the country's high tariff "National Pol­
icy", one of the union's more dubious 
benefits, had made the Island more 
reliant than ever on inter-provincial 
trade as their international markets 
contracted. Winter communications 
became a matter of economic necessity 
as well as political honour. Within a 
decade, the Island was fed up with the 

yearly disruption and loudly demanded 
its due. Several solutions to the pro­
blem were investigated but one espe­
cially attractive and durable idea 
emerged. In 1885, Islanders embarked 
on their first flirtation with the idea of 
a fixed link with the mainland, and the 
Northumberland Strait railway tunnel 
concept was born. 

The Unsatisfactory Crossing 

Prior to the 1880s, there were two 
methods of crossing the Northumber­
land Strait in winter. Vessels could go 
over the ice or through it. The first 
method was the most common. All it 
required was a suitable boat and will­
ing bodies. Iceboats—light rowboats 
with iron-shod keels—had been making 
the winter crossing for close to a cen­
tury. Used mainly to convey the mails, 
their crossings were cold, wet, exhaust­
ing, and, if the weather turned, ex­
tremely dangerous.* By the late 1880s, 
they were considered outdated as well, 

Shortly after Confederation, Islanders 
began to agitate for a suitable winter 
steamer. 

Contemporary steamship technology 
featured several designs for icebreak­
ers. The Germans launched a ship with 
propellers at both ends: one at the stern 
for pushing through water and one at 
the bow for chewing through ice. 
Another German yard built a vessel 
that could ride up on the ice and employ 
its own weight to break through. An 
Ottawa inventor patented a ship with 
steam-driven hammers in the bows 
which could, theoretically, pound a path 
through ice. None of these designs was 
particularly effective. In heavy condi­
tions the first went through more pro­
pellers than ice, and the second was too 
light to do its job. The Ottawa concept 
was never attempted, though one can 

* For a colourful account of one iceboat crossing, 
see B. W. A. Sleigh, "The Icy Passage", (intro­
duced and edited by Harry Baglole) in The Island 
Magazine, 1 (Fall-Winter, 1976). 

Man against Ice: iceboats crossing the Northumberland Strait from Cape Tor-
mentine to Cape Traverse, circa 1880. 


